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Abstract 
 
The PhD project intends to systematically depict the formation processes of the three 
Luxembourgish literatures, which started immediately after World War II and have persisted 
until today. In order to contextualize the problem, the resumption of the literary production after 
the end of the German occupation and its narratives of regeneration and (linguistic) quest for 
identity have to be examined. In doing so, the significance of these works, which so far have 
been largely neglected in research, needs to be emphasized for the establishment of a 
Luxembourgish literary system. Hereupon a turning point, which is initiated by a younger 
generation of authors in opposition to postwar and folk literature, will be described. The 
assumption of the project is that the writers? postulations for intellectual and aesthetic 
reformation, as well as for a solidary and institutionalized literature are also politically 
motivated.The dissertation can be seen as a polycontextual analysis, which operates on the 
basis of system and field theories and considers literature not as an isolated domain but as a 
social sub-system. The objective is to visualize the changing interdependencies between the 
three Luxembourgish literatures and their environments. Thereby the Luxembourgish literary 
system needs to be understood as a dynamic system and its formation has to be observed in 
relation to its multilingual and intercultural reality. In order to explore the gradual 
professionalization of the literary system, especially the economic structures and cultural 
policies need to be taken into account. On the one hand, the extent to which the lack of genuine 
literary publication forums until the 1980s obstructed the development of the literary system 
shall be examined; on the other hand, the processes of institutionalization, which began during 
the 1970s, and their consequences for the Luxembourgish Literatures are to be described. 
 


